
Pathways Map Discrepancies South 
of I-70 can Influence Reviewers 

Understanding of the Area



What We Want and Why 

Å A 600+ acre parcel south of I-70 is scheduled in the Draft Pathways for rezoning for an Office 
Park. 

Å In 2007, the DNR listed this parcel of land as a Tier II watershed, draining into a segment of 
the South Branch of the Patapsco River that was also listed as Tier II water. 

Å In uncirculated Draft Pathways documents, this 600+ acre parcel south of I-70 is recognized 
as a Tier II watershed

Å The circulated Pathways Draft Document does NOTrecognize this area as a Tier II watershed 
or as a Natural Resource Priority Preservation Area. 

In the interest of transparency, we want the 60-day review period of the 
Pathways Draft Plan to have the most up-to-date information so the public 
and government officials can make informed choices.

These oversights need to be rectified.



Resource Priority Preservation 
Areas in Pathways Draft Plan

Goal of the Pathways NR-PPA plan is to Preserve Tier II watersheds by 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ άbŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀǎέ όbw-
PPAs).

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
levels for surface waters currently determined to be impaired and retain 
the water quality of waters that are Tier II through regulatory measures 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .atǎΦέ ό.Ŝǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎύ
PathwaysPlanPPAElementApril2809Draft

Pathways recognizes that development can and does cause problems:

ά²ƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǾƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ 
the challenge to retain current water quality levels and jeopardizes the 
ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦέPathwaysPlanPPAElementApril2809Draft



Natural Resource Priority Preservation 
Area (NR-PPA)

Definition of NR-PPA 

άThe Natural Resource PPA encompasses land within the county 
that either drains, or will drain, to existing or planned water 
supply reservoirs or drain to streams that are designated as 
Tier II.

ά¢ƛŜǊ LL ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-degradation policy, 
which follows the national model required by the US EPA. Tier 
II protects surface water that is better than the minimum 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦέ

PathwaysPlanPPAElementApril2809Draft

Need to know reservoir watersheds and 

Tier II watersheds to define the NR-PPA area.



Why Two Sets of Tier II Water 
Maps in Pathways Draft Plan?

The April 29, 2009 Pathways Draft Plan used 2003 Tier II waters 
map to determine the Tier II watersheds and NR-PPA 
Boundary Map and intentionally did not use the 2007 Tier II 

waters.
άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ¢ƛŜǊ LL ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ 

2007, DNR (Department of Natural Resources) proposed several additional 
ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ¢ƛŜǊ LL ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ .ŜŀǾŜǊ wǳƴΧŀǎ 
well as, one segment of the South Branch of the Patapsco River and the Upper 
¢ǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ DǳƴǇƻǿŘŜǊ CŀƭƭǎΧΦ{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
proposed at this point, they are not included in the maps and analysis that 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦά

PathwaysPlanPPAElementApril2809Draft, p.125



2007 Tier II Water Maps

üThe State of Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) requested that the Counties use 
the 2007 Tier II water in Comprehensive Planning 
because future regulations will be based on them.

üThe Planning Group must have heard MDE, since the 
2007 Tier II watershed map is included in the 
uncirculated Additional Environmental Resources 
maps and uncirculated Priority Preservation Areas 
Elements maps.

No changes were made to the 

NR-PPA Boundary Map.  Why?



Illustrative Map Discrepancies
Tier II Waters

Tier II Waters, from circulated
Draft Pathways document

(showing 2003 Tier II waters)

Tier II  Waters, from uncirculated Pathways 
ά!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ

(showing 2007 Tier II waters)

South Branch of Patapsco Tier II waters


